
2000

“Natural gas has been a game changer 
with our ability to really move forward 
with pollution reductions that have 
been very hard to get our arms around 
for many decades.” Gina McCarthy

EPA Administrator

energyindepth.org

Shale Gas Reduces CO2 Emissions      
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“As a result of the increased use of 
natural gas, CO2 emissions from 
U.S. fossil-fuel power plants were 
23% lower in 2012 than they would 
have been.” 
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“The decline in energy-related CO2  
emissions in the United States in recent 
years has been one of the bright spots in 
the global picture. One of the key reasons 
has been the increased 
availability of natural 
gas, linked to the 
shale gas revolution.” 


